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Some of the many artifacts found
around Coney island, Gravesend a

Bklyns ‘Jacques Cousteau’ Dives Into Bay

~0ld Joe Ratigan. “T was
?wnterﬁmd o scc what he’d
find and wouldn't have been
suprised by  just ahout

Ritter made the dive, like
dorens before it with an

The muﬂq-' dq:rﬂu of
Sheepshead Bay  contain
more  than  tash  and
pollution. And last week,
about 15 feet below the

one man found
something he's dyving o
share,
m‘chaml-ngicaimglﬁ

YET,

off Pier 10, at Enuntﬁ':
Avenue andEastEl‘SU‘Eﬂt,
in search of the bay's
historical past and
poasibilitics for its fulure, A
mass of rubber and hoses, he
emerged half an hour later
with a handful of treasures
andafmwwnrdsufadvmt
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by Professional Dl'u'mg .ﬂmhaenlugy in the n::aan
nd other places around Brooklyn.

he exclamed as he npped{:—ﬂ‘
his helmet. “There's tons of

boitles down there, M, it's

relatively clean.

Ritter, who fied live audio
and wvideo via a camem
aftached o his
broadeast his findings to a
crowd gathered above.
g

screen,
moved through the near-
freezing waters with him as
he unearthed dozens of live
oyster shells, old soda and
beer bottles and a myriad of
metal rods and beams.

“You can see these things
are alive - so that's a good
sign,” echoed Ritter's tmmy
voice as the crowd watched
his hand sifl through dense
mountains of silt.
“Sheepshead Bay is
abundant m life. It is not a
dmhm polluted body of

Rlltc:r later explained the
significance of his findings.
He said the dive will help
Brooklynites understand
their past while, at the same
time, encourage them fo
create a bright future. He
zaid he hoped the relative
cleanfiness of the bay would
show residents mistakenty
resigned o ity contamination
that “they shouldn’t continue
to polhute it.”

Cme bystander admitted
be was surprised by what he
saw.

“1 was expecting a lot of
slodge and maybe 2a
refrigerator or two,” said 70-

an

underwater on its own, Can
g0 places unsafe for human
and often finds

Diver Robert Wass shows Bruce Friedman a remote
underwater camera device used to transmit images from

the ocean floor,
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Brooklyn's Jacques Cousteau

Canfimsad rocm presiols page

Bob Wass, a professional
master dive instructor and a |
member of Riter’s  team,
guid last week’s dive was |
“just the beginning of
evervthme” Fuwre plans
mclude expeditions to locate
three  histonc treasurc
shipwwrecks in the New York
Harbor waterways and dives
it Bed Hook and other East
Raiver sites.

“The arifacts tell good
stories,”  Ritter  explained,
T've found messages in
bottles and all worts of things
vou don’t normally read in
the history books.”

Other members of the
leam inclade Carol Toffals,
Ritter's  researcher  and
assistant and Tom Berg and
Mike Carew, both diving
msuctors/commerical
divers. Ritter explained the
group teamed up in order to
make good wse of their
enllective talents, expertise
and resources,
~ Ritter and his team have
peen shanng their findings
with the New York public

schools, using the hundreds
of artifacts they find as a
history lesson for students.

“What we do is shock
kids.” said Ritter. *“We put
ofn (wel) suils and space
musie,  caplivate  their
imagination and then begin
i teach, We show [00-vear-
okl Coca Cola bottles and
lake them back m time,™

Ritter sad his method
seemed to excite the students
and suppested the resulting
interest might lead m further

za
Fier 10 in Sheepsheaad Bay.

inquiry and leaming at
home .

Plans are underway for a
documentary {ilm senes and
footage from last week’s
Sheepshead Bay dive will air
on  “That's  Brooklyn,”
sometime later this month.
The show 5 broadeast
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm. on
channet 34 (Time Wamer) or
channel 67 (Cablevision).

ne Ritter presents some of the bottles found undermaath

Looking as it he was
about to walk on the moon,
Ritter mied o quell obvious
conoern last week, saying he
Wils well-protected
underwater and, in  fact,
would probably be warmer
than the group gathered on
the Pier.

“Actually,” he chuckled
through his helmet, “T'm
really quite toasoy.”
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