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Delving Into Brooklyn Hlstory Above And Below the Surface

By Michael Hirsch
Ron Schweiger knows a
lot about the
Island/Brighton Beach

waterfront of a century ago. -
you abc.t the

He can tell

three warldrclﬁ racetracks,
the four-star hotels utlmg

for
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rate vaudeville shows, all
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hlua-b]mdad by rail and

steamship from around the -

world.

Ask him ni and he'll
even show m July 18,
from the

E&ﬂch.

1891 program

famed Brighton
Music Hall, whose orchestra,
scheduled to play selections
from Richard
led by a young and then-
mknown assistant conductor
named Victor Herbert.

There's even a commercial
t for "Lundy -

adin the p
Brothers, wholesale dealers
in fish, oysters, and clams."
A science and social-
studies teacher at P.S. 219 in
Flatlands who in his spare
time is also working on a
book about  Flatbush's

600 guesis and Eeanng_st _
-run

agner, was |

Professional Diving Archaeology adm

rator Carole Toffales

stands with diver Gene Ritter and historian Ron Schweiger in

front of Mrs. Stahl's Knishes, where their collection of artifacts

and memorabikia are on permanent display.
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says some of the most

What Ritter finds, just as
Schweclgﬁ'dmaméhm

Flnn Schwenger nnh:s at ome E}f the turn- of-the-century pcnst-::ards he has cnllectad g

up on a permanent exhibit,
"I‘he Resorts of Old

Brooklyn," that graces the
walls and windows of Mrs.
Stahl's Knishes, the
venerable Brighton Beach
landmark at 1001 Brighton
Beach Avenue. On display
are samples of some of
Schweiger's thousands of
Island

ictorian Schwei stuff is and blown up and colorized by
rmd mhﬁb hﬁ underwater, too. And it’s not lmdmttmd mﬂw lasm'prﬁtn‘ These include
everything  about  the just the tropical fish that get "‘Wetakearufacisand of the hotels,
shorefront area, or at least SWept up in Gulf Stream ﬂmmﬂlﬁnmghbuﬂmmh mﬂacks,pmbeachﬂmﬁ,
everything  above the Wwaters and info the hﬂipﬁ]ﬂﬂlpeq}hgﬂtam-_mlwaﬁmﬂmmhmsﬂm
boardwalic. Atlantic , or the own past” Ritter made Eroaidyn Adtlantic
Then he met Gene Ritter, flounder, fluke and stripped ﬂi waterfront vacation
a commercial diver and bass that returned once the History mmmn{-‘ﬂ“
ident of Professional effects of a series of  FromAboveandBelow [.ion's premier seaside
giﬁng Archeology who's dangerous 1970s oil spills the Waterline resort towns at the end of the
' There are litho of

...... ﬂw El),-Slan 'hut
Drmlmﬂamumtpwh
now the site of the New
York Aquarium. in

1904, "It charging cents
for all the rides and

attractions,” says. Schweiger,
before it was gutted by an

postcards, .

Professional diver Gene Ritter (left) and local historian Ron
Schweiger show some the artifacts and memorabilia on

Iﬁlecmcalﬁmmﬂmm

display at Mrs. Stahl’s. Pictos by Tim Thomsen
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-Hlstonans Uncover Brooklyn’s Past
' Bumhndrmmpagaﬂ dives in 1990, The research  asked. Rllht ; :
) sl diver quickly brought up old "New York hmghw # said. Rm:
bottles, plates, spoons and munitions center,
other ki many of are everywhere on the ocean m&mﬂmoi?,:
which are on atMrs. floor," he said. He mts maemwmﬂ-ﬁz? ,
Stahl's. there was a ot of Information on Gene Ritter's :
W'ithaﬂullel transferring munitions Professional Diving
the years. Other the Owl's Head depal@iNew  grdlriony i cnmriluabile o
are remnants from mludenhglnbtdbm:l] torscy. . ho DeOERR the 454-151?
housed a two-story restaurant Steeplechase Pier ﬁle. an n:mnmfmm old battery in Stahl's Knishes, at the corner :
that was ®d along  original Coca-Cola Sea Gate. of Bland o R
with the amusement park. ﬁml!}lﬁahmwnﬂuke Ritter likes the fact that Brfghfmmﬁthum
Al but f oticn,  the ,bgu]ﬁﬁ-mnlg{}j andm-ma Mrs, Stah!‘s,anmgl'hﬂmod be seen daily from 9 a.m to 7
imposing wharf, in its time  pamacle-encrusted fixture since opening pm, and weekends from 9 s
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Ri Im‘j’sc“?ﬂed il ﬂnrl ts huhts& hulm:m own unique history,

am. to 7:43 p.m. Should you |
neecd r:;&e‘mﬂ ahead for = .
Fne foriab ik ¥ knishes, the store's number is  Gene Ritter of mees.sinnal Diving Amh.aa exhibits
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