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Oné of the unique chal-
lenges presented by diving
i the East River, in addi-
lion 10 wery poor visibility
on heavy sewape davs, are
the river’s swilt and chang-
ing currents. At two knots,
Rirter said it becomes diffi-
cult to raise an arm agains
the curment, which does
reach four knotz al times.
The more the currents are
%L’:lﬂiﬂlj. howewver,

wre friendly” they be-

By Ethan Feinsilver
I search of underwater
Tuing and fabled treasure
'ships known only through
\'histories of the city, Ben-
sonhurst’s Gene Ritter will
‘be exploring beneath New
York Citv's East River dur-
ing the coming months. It
will be the second mission
for his company, Profes-
i'sional Dhving Archaeology
-- @ group thai was formed
after Ritter happened upen
Aumn-of-the-century remains
of "Dreamiand” and "Sice-
plechase Pier” under Coney

i

[ Island waters two  years
ago. The discoveries
touched off a passionate
guest i the commercial

diver who says, ironically,
Ahal his worst subject in
school was always history,
~ Onge of the first sites Rit-
ter's team plans to explore
is the beach at Gravesend
Bay. He expects to wn up
fevidence there of the Brit-
1sh landing on their way
over from Staten Island lor
the Battle of Long Island
{now Brooklyn). Sparking
Ritter's imagiation about
what he might find ‘in
Gravesend are the people
he often sees fishing in the
bay who get their lines tan-

"They curse and say its
probably an old washing
machine or something, But
I know better," Ritter said,
The British "Corverte” i
one warship known to hav
sunk there, |
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of By Elhan Feinsilvar

Another stop on the East 5 B2
Kiver tour will take the = :
divers in scarch of rem-
nants of the former South
Street scaport, the world's
busiest at 1he urn of the
ccntury, according o Rit-
ter’s rescarch.
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the centuny.
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Gene Ritler explains some of
treasure chest 10 Retired LJ.S.

Diving Into Bklyn’s Historic Past

|come, Ritter said,
|_ One unfriendly patern
the divers can never pre-
idict, though, arc the 1ug
boats and tankers using the
river.

“They drop down 25 1o
30 feet in the water,” Ritter
sad. "If I'm diving at 40
feet and ooc gocs over, |
[would] get sucked into 1the
propeller.” The team has a
MZOrous moniloring syslem
for this danger, but Riuer
still called it his "bippest
fear.”

Ranking  probably  a
close second is Rittor's lepr
of the state. Ritter works in
the knowledge thal al any
moment the aulborilics may
Comdinued on nexl page
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e ilams he's dis;:[aye::i.in a
Mavy Calonel David Ramsey.

e, FortHamilton Museum's resident historian,
steps over to have a look as Gene Ritter (left) and Bay Ridge
Presiden! Susan Pulaski fiip throwgh
photos of Coney Island in its hey-day — around the turn of




Underwater Archeology in Brooklyn

Continued from previous page

SWoop in and take owver
anyfhing he discovers, es-
pecially if it’s something
historically significanl. The
East River is public land
{and water). The state docs
not have funds 10 pay for
explorations like Ritler's,
but should he find anything
of interest, “they’ll just
come in and mv "Thank
yvou very much,” And they
bring in their gwn crew, "
Ritter said.

The state’s legitimate
gripe is with those divers
who plunder a hisiorical
site, changing its hasic
structure forever and selling
the artifacts to privaie col-
lectors who only  show
them to their dinner guesis,

For that reason, Riter
trics to show the state that it
shouldn’t worry about his
company, Their mission is
strictly "show and 1ell."

The 1990 discovery
went on display in the
Brooklyn Public Library as

an exhibit of artifacts, pho-
T.::r,graphs and research read-
ings on the hey-day of Co-
ney Istand.

With professional under-
waler photographer Joe Ko-
ppelman on board for the
East River venture, the goal
15 10 interest investors in a
documentary film or televi-
sion show on the sites,

"The  mame of ' the
game,” Ritter said about
exhibiling artifacts in nm-
scums or on television, "is
trying to pinpoint their his-
torical context." A rfle
from 1963 iz one thing; the
gun that killed Presiden)
Kennedy 15 - another,  he
said. So when Ritter exhib-
its a find such as the 1847
Museum: of Berlin medal-
lion, he includes an old
photo of some German
navy crews visiting the is-
land. Perhaps one of them
dropped it.

Ritter

estimated  he

spends  twenty  percent of

E"'Dr'l am:l ".-':n ny Tenperuse some of the hndﬁ in thnlr I:nr-u:her
(3ene Ritter's hands-on display, fol lowing the unveiling of his
East River plans at the Fort Hamilton Museum

Fl'n'.lll:l b Eiban Fairgibar

his ime in the water, com-
pared with 80 percent in the
Jbrary, wying to connect
storics with his underwater
finds.

And that represents a seq
change, as it were, for Rit-
ler. Still without any formal
schooling in  archaeclogy
this only post-high-schonl
educalion was in airplane
mechames), Riter remem-
bers always hating to hear
aboul dates from  history
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CHOPPED LIVER
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Choice Of: ROAST HALF CHICKEN
BEEF or BOILED REEF
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I i AT Ry
« COMPOTE OF PRUNES, PINEAPPL k, PEACH
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MACARCONS — HONEY & SPONGE CAKE
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Call: (718) 743-5700
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teachers. ("I never could re-
late.") The day everything
changed was the day he
found his first shell in the
sand...an anti-aircraft shetl,
that 1s.

"All of a sudden I'm
holding something in my
hands,” he said, "and T wam
10 kmow whai ihls is. Where
does it come from? 1 (hink
all teachers should have ar-
tifacts they pass around the

classroom.”
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